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-This week in Washington some of the
cool heads of the newspaper industry will
' talk with President Kennedy about his re-
. cent _suggestions for voluntary press censor
ship in the cold war. .
" The purpose is to make the President
. spell out what he has in mind so the
" newspaper industry can know: ‘where it'
stands and relay this informatign to its
‘ readers. o o
y  There is more to this meeting than meets
. the casual eye and ear, because Mr.. Ken-
. nedy so far has confined his suggestions
about voluntary censorship to newspapers
and has not mentioned magazines, Pdio
and television. :
Obviously, every agency of communication
- would have to subsctibe to a code of cen-
sorship, whether the agency happened to be
a newspaper, or a television station. And
because every agency of K communication
either is or claims to be protected by the.
Fjrst Amendment to the Constitution, which
torbids legislation concerning the press, the
most voluntary kind of censorship imagina--
ble would entail a surrender of ‘the doc-
trine .that' freedom from government is the
public’s best guarantee*of reliable informa-

" tion. '

What always happens in these situations’
is that all agencies of communication ‘are
conceded to be free but some agencies end:
up by being freer.than others — like the
crack about all meh being equal but some
being more equal. ST _

This is what, the newspapgr industry must
be alert to, because it is the breadest -tar-

. get for political abuse. - !

-

- — A e = - ~ -

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/29 : CIA-RDP67-00318R000100790063-3

R ah e | o |t =

Alert to Censorship o

MAY 8 1961

Any hint from the White House of dis-
satisfaction with a code of news reporting-

‘that makes fair game of all secrets, even

government secrets, rings an ‘alarm. The di-
rect provocation for President Kennedy's re-
marks, first made at the American News-
paper Publishers Association, in,.New York
May 27, was coverage given by -elements
of the press to preparations for invasion of
Cuba. S .
This 'coverage tipped off readers to every-
thing that was in the works, except the
date of the invasion. It enabled Castro and -’
his Russian sponsors to create’ an ifiterna- '
tional opinion against the invaders. Whethcr

. jt may have added to the failure of the
° i

invasion itself is uncertain.
But there couldn't be a better example

of the futility of any kind of censorship. ;
ngg;ygly igwaeric_a_nS\ x{er‘e made aware
that their government thfough thq%ml
L%as backing 'a Cuban

invasion. ' were shocked when’

‘they,heard-about it for .the first time after

the ,i&ygsinmhiled.
But everyone in Castro's government knew \
about it. The -Kremlin knew about it. Peip-

“ing knew about it. Cubans knew about it. |

This is. the irony of voluntary- censorship
as tried in the United States, notably dur-
ing World War II. Newspapers agree’ to
keep sensitive information from.the know-
ledge of their readers, but while they are !

. doing this everybody and his brothet and ‘
‘their sisters, cousins and aunts know about '

it anyway. And the enemy knows more |

_ about it. than anyone else.
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